Supplemental Methods

Identification of Author Gender
Surnames and first names of the submitting authors as well as the home institution of all authors were known for all abstracts. Gender identification was performed according to the following algorithm: For authors originating from German speaking countries (respective home institution in Germany, Austria or Switzerland) the gender was identified by the use of common first names, such as "Sebastian" or "Tobias" in men, and "Sabine" or "Christine" in women. Genders of authors originating from French speaking countries (France, Canada, Switzerland) were as well identified by their use of common first names, with e.g. "Jacques" being male and "Valérie" being female. Genders of authors originating from English speaking countries (United Kingdom, Ireland, United States of America, Australia, New Zealand, Canada) with common first names, such as "Jonathan" (male) or "Lisa" (female), were also identified by their first names using a similar approach. Genders of authors originating from Italy were as well identified by their first names with all first names ending on "o" such as "Francesco" assumed to be men and others such as "Adriana" or "Simona" assumed to be women. For Greek and Slovak authors, gender was identified by the respective surnames with all surnames ending on "s", such as "Papagiannis" or "Krasadakis", assumed to be men and others, such as "Papadopoulou" or "Avgerinou", assumed to be women. Genders of Czech and Slovak authors were also identified by their surnames with all surnames ending on "-ová" assumed to be women, such as "Lenková" or "Sotniková", and others like "Kuchar" or "Stasiák" assumed to be men. For all other authors, and those with uncommon first-or surnames, a photograph from their home institution was assessed through google images using their first name and surname together with their home institution as search terms. If no image from the home institution was available, other online sources for images clearly identifying the respective author by first name and surname in the respective city and country were sought. If no gender could be identified within 15 minutes the gender was marked as unknown. After completion of data collection, gender identification was double-checked by Eirini Liova, a language expert and proficient speaker of Greek, Russian, Romanian and English.
Figure S1
The peer review process of the ESC Congress 2006: All abstracts submitted were peerreviewed in a blinded fashion by three to eight expert reviewers, and graded on a scale from one to ten. The frequencies of the average reviewer rating showed a central tendency.
Ratings were not normally distributed. 
